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U. E. M. S.U. E. M. S.

•• Union Européenne des Médecins Union Européenne des Médecins 
SpécialistesSpécialistespp

•• European Union of Medical European Union of Medical 
SpecialistsSpecialistsSpecialistsSpecialists

U b ll i ti f N ti lU b ll i ti f N ti lUmbrella organization of National Umbrella organization of National 
Associations of Medical Specialists Associations of Medical Specialists 
located in Brusselslocated in Brussels
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1957 EEC1957 EEC

Treaty of RomeTreaty of RomeTreaty of RomeTreaty of Rome

Foundation of the UEMS in Foundation of the UEMS in 19581958
by the professional organiby the professional organissationsations
of medical specialists of medical specialists ofof

BelgiumBelgium
FranceFrance
GGGermanyGermany
ItalyItaly
LuxembourgLuxembourg
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tthe Netherlandshe Netherlands



E A C C M EE A C C M EE A C C M EE A C C M E

•• UEMS policy first defined in the UEMS UEMS policy first defined in the UEMS 
Charter on CME 1994Charter on CME 1994Charter on CME 1994Charter on CME 1994

•• A need for a system for the exchange of A need for a system for the exchange of 
CME credits at European level for countries CME credits at European level for countries 
where credit points are usedwhere credit points are used

•• The Management Council of the UEMS The Management Council of the UEMS 
decided to develop such a system in Marchdecided to develop such a system in March
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decided to develop such a system in March decided to develop such a system in March 
19981998



E A C C M EE A C C M E

Purpose UEMS policyPurpose UEMS policy

C t ib t t lit dC t ib t t lit d•• Contribute to quality and Contribute to quality and 
harmonization of CME in Europeharmonization of CME in Europe

•• To make life easier for our colleagues To make life easier for our colleagues 
by easing access to international CMEby easing access to international CME

•• Developing quality guidelinesDeveloping quality guidelines
•• Maintaining national authorityMaintaining national authority
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Maintaining national authorityMaintaining national authority



E A C C M EE A C C M E

Purpose UEMS policyPurpose UEMS policy

S d f h S i ltS d f h S i lt•• Same procedure for each SpecialtySame procedure for each Specialty
•• Same procedure for each CountrySame procedure for each Country
•• Harmonisation of the feesHarmonisation of the fees
•• Avoid multiplication of the processAvoid multiplication of the processAvoid multiplication of the processAvoid multiplication of the process
•• Have one entryHave one entry
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E A C C M EE A C C M E
•• Gives European accreditation for Gives European accreditation for 

E A C C M EE A C C M E
pp

international CME events based on national international CME events based on national 
accreditation by relevant CME authority and accreditation by relevant CME authority and 

SSconsultation with European Speciality based consultation with European Speciality based 
Accreditation Boards (e.g. EBAC for Accreditation Boards (e.g. EBAC for 
cardiology) and/or UEMS Specialist Sectionscardiology) and/or UEMS Specialist Sectionscardiology) and/or UEMS Specialist Sections cardiology) and/or UEMS Specialist Sections 
and Boardsand Boards

•• UEMS/EACCME has signed agreements onUEMS/EACCME has signed agreements on•• UEMS/EACCME has signed agreements on UEMS/EACCME has signed agreements on 
mutual recognition of CME events with mutual recognition of CME events with 
national accreditation authorities of severalnational accreditation authorities of several
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national accreditation authorities of several national accreditation authorities of several 
EU countries (Greece, Spain, Cyprus, Ireland)EU countries (Greece, Spain, Cyprus, Ireland)



Continuing Medical Continuing Medical 
Ed i (CME)Ed i (CME)Education (CME)Education (CME)

Maintenance of Academic Knowledge Maintenance of Academic Knowledge 
and Skillsand Skillsand Skillsand Skills
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Contin ing ProfessionalContin ing ProfessionalContinuing Professional Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD)Development (CPD)p ( )p ( )

•• Means of Updating, Developing and Means of Updating, Developing and p g, p gp g, p g
Enhancing how Doctors apply the Enhancing how Doctors apply the 
Knowledge, Skills and Attitudes Knowledge, Skills and Attitudes g ,g ,
required in their working livesrequired in their working lives

•• The Competence developmentThe Competence developmentThe Competence development The Competence development 
includes CME + Personal, Managerial, includes CME + Personal, Managerial, 
IT, Communication and Social skillsIT, Communication and Social skills
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IT, Communication and Social skillsIT, Communication and Social skills



Quality of CMEQuality of CME

•• No scientific proof of efficacy of No scientific proof of efficacy of p yp y
attending congresses, courses, attending congresses, courses, 
symposia by individual professionalssymposia by individual professionalsy p y py p y p

•• Abundant evidence of rapid Abundant evidence of rapid 
impro ement of medical practiceimpro ement of medical practiceimprovement of medical practice improvement of medical practice 
through utilisation of new developmentsthrough utilisation of new developments
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Quality aspects CMEQuality aspects CME

Need orientation:Need orientation:
Definition learning objectivesDefinition learning objectives–– Definition learning objectivesDefinition learning objectives

–– Description target audienceDescription target audience
A t l CME bj tA t l CME bj t–– Assessment relevance CME objectsAssessment relevance CME objects

–– No accreditation promotional activitiesNo accreditation promotional activities
N dit ti l ti itiN dit ti l ti iti–– No accreditation useless activitiesNo accreditation useless activities
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Quality Requirements CMEQuality Requirements CME

•• Written statement learning objectivesWritten statement learning objectives
•• Submitting full data providerSubmitting full data providerg pg p
•• Disclosure potential conflict interestDisclosure potential conflict interest
•• Attendance mechanism for feedAttendance mechanism for feed--backbackAttendance, mechanism for feedAttendance, mechanism for feed backback
•• Report, assessment by ProviderReport, assessment by Provider

NonNon--biased education, either biased education, either 
commercial or otherwisecommercial or otherwise
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What Activities are granted ?What Activities are granted ?
••Currently:Currently:

•• Individual EventsIndividual Eventsd dua e tsd dua e ts
•• ConferencesConferences
•• Scientific MeetingsScientific Meetings

•• Internet CoursesInternet Courses
••Future:Future:

•• Enduring Materials Enduring Materials –– CD RomCD Rom
•• ArticlesArticles
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•• ......



Draft FlowchartDraft FlowchartDraft FlowchartDraft Flowchart
Accreditation in EuropeAccreditation in Europe

National AccreditationNational Accreditation
AuthoritiesAuthorities

EventEvent

AuthoritiesAuthorities

NationalNationalEventEvent
InternationalInternational

EuropeanEuropean
Accreditation BodiesAccreditation Bodies
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Draft FlowchartDraft FlowchartDraft FlowchartDraft Flowchart
Accreditation in EuropeAccreditation in Europe

EventEvent NationalNational

National AccreditationNational Accreditation
AuthoritiesAuthorities

Evaluate the value of the meetingEvaluate the value of the meeting

Grant the credits according to the National rulesGrant the credits according to the National rules
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Grant the credits according to the National rulesGrant the credits according to the National rules



D ft Fl h tD ft Fl h tDraft FlowchartDraft Flowchart
Accreditation in EuropeAccreditation in Europe

EventEvent

pp
InternationalInternational

European Accreditation BodiesEuropean Accreditation Bodies
Evaluate the value of the meetingEvaluate the value of the meeting
Propose a number of creditsPropose a number of credits

National Accreditation AuthoritiesNational Accreditation Authorities
Accept the scientific evaluation by the UEMS Sections and BoardsAccept the scientific evaluation by the UEMS Sections and Boards
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p yp y
Apply the number of credits relating to the national rulesApply the number of credits relating to the national rules



Minimal CriteriaMinimal CriteriaMinimal CriteriaMinimal Criteria

•• NonNon--biasedbiased educationeducation
•• ControlControl ofof attendanceattendance
•• ReportReport afterafter thethe eventevent
•• HaveHave clearclear learninglearning objectivesobjectivesgg jj
•• PrecisePrecise thethe targettarget audienceaudience
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OrganiserOrganiser

RequestRequest >> 33 monthsmonths

UEMSUEMS -- EACCMEEACCME

NN..AA..AA.. SectionsSections

EvaluationEvaluation << 33 kk EvaluationEvaluationEvaluationEvaluation << 33 weeksweeks EvaluationEvaluation

UEMSUEMS -- EACCMEEACCMEU SU S CCCC

CertificateCertificate ofof RecognitionRecognition
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AccreditationAccreditation

TTwwo mao majjor partners in the process :or partners in the process :

•• EuEurropopeean an AAccreditaticcreditatioon Boardsn Boards
•• NatiNatioonal Accrenal Accreddiittaattion Authoritiesion AuthoritiesNatiNatioonal Accrenal Accreddiittaattion Authoritiesion Authorities
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Scientific approvalScientific approvalpppp

Done by Accreditation Boards of theDone by Accreditation Boards of theDone by Accreditation Boards of theDone by Accreditation Boards of the
involved specialty :involved specialty :

•• UEMS Sections and/or BoardsUEMS Sections and/or Boards

•• European Accreditation BoardsEuropean Accreditation Boards
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NNaatitioonal Accreditatnal Accreditatiion on 
AuthorityAuthorityAuthorityAuthority

•• Ministry of Health Ministry of Health –– Health AuthorityHealth Authority
•• Ministry of Social AffairsMinistry of Social AffairsMinistry of Social AffairsMinistry of Social Affairs
•• PProfessional Bodiesrofessional Bodies

MM di l Adi l A i tii ti•• MMedical Aedical Asssociationssociations
•• UniversitiesUniversities
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National Accreditation National Accreditation 
AuthoritiesAuthoritiesAuthoritiesAuthorities

•• HaveHave differentdifferent creditcredit systemssystems
•• HaveHave differentdifferent approachesapproaches onon thethe

procedureprocedure
•• UEMSUEMS triestries toto harmonizeharmonize thethe processprocess
•• IsIs thethe mainmain playerplayer
•• WeWe havehave toto looklook atat whowho isis givinggiving thethe
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WeWe havehave toto looklook atat whowho isis givinggiving thethe
licenselicense toto practisepractise



Mandatory CMEMandatory CME

AustriaAustria IcelandIceland
CroatiaCroatia IrelandIrelandCroatiaCroatia IrelandIreland
Czech RepublicCzech Republic ItalyItaly
France France The Netherlands The Netherlands (for specialists) (for specialists) 

Germany  Germany  (in hospitals & practices) (in hospitals & practices) PolandPoland
Great Britain Great Britain Slovenia Slovenia 
Greece Greece Switzerland Switzerland (for specialists)(for specialists)

Hungary Hungary 
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CME/CPD recommended for CME/CPD recommended for 
doctors but voluntarydoctors but voluntarydoctors but voluntarydoctors but voluntary

BelgiumBelgium Luxembourg Luxembourg 
CyprusCyprus Norway Norway 
D kD k P t lP t lDenmark Denmark Portugal Portugal 
Estonia Estonia Spain Spain 
FinlandFinland SwedenSwedenFinland Finland Sweden Sweden 
Israel Israel 
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What means “Mandatory”What means “Mandatory”

•• Only theoretical measuresOnly theoretical measures•• Only theoretical measuresOnly theoretical measures
•• “Last call” “Last call” 
•• Real effect on the license to practise or Real effect on the license to practise or 

on the payment of the practitioneron the payment of the practitioner

“Mandatory” is not always what we “Mandatory” is not always what we 
think it meansthink it means
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think it means…think it means…



Voluntary versus Mandatory Voluntary versus Mandatory 
CMECMECMECME

•• MotivationMotivation•• MotivationMotivation
•• IncentivesIncentives
•• Control mechanismsControl mechanisms

The carrot is more effective than theThe carrot is more effective than theThe carrot is more effective than the The carrot is more effective than the 
stick…stick…
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Shift to mandatory CME inShift to mandatory CME inShift to mandatory CME in Shift to mandatory CME in 
EuropeEurope

•• Policy UEMS : CME is an ethical Policy UEMS : CME is an ethical 
obligation and should not be mandatoryobligation and should not be mandatoryobligation and should not be mandatoryobligation and should not be mandatory

•• Voluntary CME is effective on macroVoluntary CME is effective on macro--
levellevellevellevel

•• But, on individual level participation has But, on individual level participation has 
t b dt b dto be encouragedto be encouraged
Mandatory CME is not effective in the Mandatory CME is not effective in the 
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weeding out of bad applesweeding out of bad apples



Effects Mandatory CMEEffects Mandatory CME

•• Recognition CME credits by a National Recognition CME credits by a National 
Regulating body, preferably a Regulating body, preferably a 

f i l b df i l b dprofessional bodyprofessional body
•• Quality of CME activities is being Quality of CME activities is being 

d b i tifi b dd b i tifi b dassessed by a scientific body assessed by a scientific body 
End of freedom of CME providers End of freedom of CME providers 
to determine the content of their to determine the content of their 
programs themselvesprograms themselves
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CME/CPD FORMULACME/CPD FORMULA
WDWDLBLB + LU+ LUBBBB = K + S (+ = K + S (+ 

A)A)

Davidoff, 1995Davidoff, 1995

WDWDLBLB = Write down in the little book= Write down in the little book
LULUBBBB = Look up in the big book= Look up in the big bookBBBB

K + S (+ A) = Knowledge + skills (+ attitudes)K + S (+ A) = Knowledge + skills (+ attitudes)
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Mutual RecognitionMutual Recognition

•• BasedBased onon trusttrust
•• SimilarSimilar criteriacriteria
•• DifferentDifferent HealthHealth CareCare SystemsSystems
•• MustMust bebe onlyonly aa partpart ofof thethe entireentireMustMust bebe onlyonly aa partpart ofof thethe entireentire

«« portfolioportfolio »» ofof thethe DoctorsDoctors
•• BordersBorders areare vanishingvanishing
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BordersBorders areare vanishingvanishing



Draft FlowchartDraft Flowchart
Accreditation in EuropeAccreditation in Europe

CreditsCredits UEMS suggestionUEMS suggestion

FullFull credits (E CME C)credits (E CME C)
No weNo weiighted factorsghted factors
1 ECMEC per hour of activity1 ECMEC per hour of activity
3 ECMEC for a half day / 6 ECMEC for a full day activity3 ECMEC for a half day / 6 ECMEC for a full day activity
TTrraansnsllation of these E CME C’s ation of these E CME C’s tto Natio Natioonal credits can nal credits can 
ffololllow tow thhee rules rules oof tf thhe National Accreditation Authorite National Accreditation Authorityy
For instance :For instance : cacann have a maximhave a maximuumm
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For instance :For instance : cacann have a maximhave a maximuumm
wweeighting factors can be intrighting factors can be introoduced nationallyduced nationally



Updating of AgreementsUpdating of AgreementsUpdating of AgreementsUpdating of AgreementsUpdating of AgreementsUpdating of AgreementsUpdating of AgreementsUpdating of Agreements

•• SpainSpain
Financial aspects (fee)Financial aspects (fee)

•• SpainSpain
Financial aspects (fee)Financial aspects (fee)p ( )p ( )
Credits translation tableCredits translation table

1 ECMEC = 0 12 Spanish Credits1 ECMEC = 0 12 Spanish Credits

p ( )p ( )
Credits translation tableCredits translation table

1 ECMEC = 0 12 Spanish Credits1 ECMEC = 0 12 Spanish Credits1 ECMEC = 0,12 Spanish Credits1 ECMEC = 0,12 Spanish Credits1 ECMEC = 0,12 Spanish Credits1 ECMEC = 0,12 Spanish Credits

Bernard MailletBernard Maillet



Conversion TableConversion TableConversion TableConversion TableConversion TableConversion TableConversion TableConversion Table
•• SpainSpain

1 ECMEC 0 12 S i h C dit1 ECMEC 0 12 S i h C dit
•• SpainSpain

1 ECMEC 0 12 S i h C dit1 ECMEC 0 12 S i h C dit1 ECMEC = 0,12 Spanish Credits1 ECMEC = 0,12 Spanish Credits

•• BelgiumBelgium
1 ECMEC = 0,12 Spanish Credits1 ECMEC = 0,12 Spanish Credits

•• BelgiumBelgium
1 ECMEC = 1 CP1 ECMEC = 1 CP

•• RomaniaRomania
1 ECMEC = 1 CP1 ECMEC = 1 CP

•• RomaniaRomania
1 ECMEC = 1 Romanian Credit1 ECMEC = 1 Romanian Credit

•• SwedenSweden
1 ECMEC = 1 Romanian Credit1 ECMEC = 1 Romanian Credit

•• SwedenSwedenSwedenSweden
1 ECMEC = 1 Swedish Credit1 ECMEC = 1 Swedish Credit

•• GermanyGermany

SwedenSweden
1 ECMEC = 1 Swedish Credit1 ECMEC = 1 Swedish Credit

•• GermanyGermany
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GermanyGermany
6 ECMEC = 8 German Credits6 ECMEC = 8 German Credits

GermanyGermany
6 ECMEC = 8 German Credits6 ECMEC = 8 German Credits



AAggreemreemeent with the American nt with the American 
Medical Association on MutualMedical Association on MutualMedical Association on Mutual Medical Association on Mutual 

Recognition of CreditsRecognition of Credits

Till June 30th 2006 :Till June 30th 2006 :

•• Pilot project for 2 years each timePilot project for 2 years each time

From July 1st 2006 :From July 1st 2006 :

•• Real agreement for 4 yearsReal agreement for 4 years
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Real agreement for 4 yearsReal agreement for 4 years



AAggreemreemeent with the Americannt with the AmericanAAggreemreemeent with the American nt with the American 
Medical Association on Mutual Medical Association on Mutual 

Recognition of CreditsRecognition of CreditsRecognition of CreditsRecognition of Credits
•• Credits granted to events taking placeCredits granted to events taking placeCredits granted to events taking place Credits granted to events taking place 

in the United States and approved by in the United States and approved by 
an ACCME accredited provider are an ACCME accredited provider are pp
recognized in Europerecognized in Europe

•• Credits granted to events taking placeCredits granted to events taking placeCredits granted to events taking place Credits granted to events taking place 
in Europe approved by EACCME can in Europe approved by EACCME can 
be recognized in the US as AMA PRA be recognized in the US as AMA PRA 
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Category ICategory I®®creditscredits



SummarySummary

•• HarmonisationHarmonisation

•• SimplificationSimplification

Same criteriaSame criteria•• Same criteriaSame criteria
•• Two major partners :Two major partners :Two major partners :Two major partners :

–– National Accreditation AuthorityNational Accreditation Authority
–– European Accreditation BoardsEuropean Accreditation Boards
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–– European Accreditation BoardsEuropean Accreditation Boards



Webbased application formWebbased application form

www eaccme euwww eaccme euwww.eaccme.euwww.eaccme.eu
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“If you think education is “If you think education is “If you think education is “If you think education is 
expensive, you should consider expensive, you should consider 

ignorance.”ignorance.”
expensive, you should consider expensive, you should consider 

ignorance.”ignorance.”

Socrates (469 Socrates (469 –– 399 BC)399 BC)Socrates (469 Socrates (469 –– 399 BC)399 BC)
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SchSchön dankön dankGo raibh maith agaibhGo raibh maith agaibh

MerciMerci
Mult obrigadoMult obrigado

D k jiD k ji

БлагодаряБлагодаря
MerciMerci

Dank UDank U
сбасивосбасиво

DekujiDekuji
GraciesGracies

Thank youThank you

Muchas graciasMuchas graciasTackTack

сбасивосбасиво
GrazziGrazzi

Grazie milleGrazie mille

Muchas graciasMuchas graciasTackTack
DakujemDakujem

MultamescMultamesc

KiitosKiitos
εφχαριστώεφχαριστώ TakkTakk

Bernard MailletBernard Maillet

KKöszönömöszönöm GinkujeGinkuje DekojuDekoju



U.E.M.S.U.E.M.S.
U i E é d Méd iU i E é d Méd i•• Union Européenne des Médecins Union Européenne des Médecins 
SpécialistesSpécialistes
E U i f M di l S i li tE U i f M di l S i li t•• European Union of Medical SpecialistsEuropean Union of Medical Specialists

ttwww.uems.netwww.uems.net
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